MINUTES 
Northome City Council
Meeting Minutes
September 10th, 2025
6:00 pm
Northome City Hall


Staff Present: Pete Bender (Public Works), Angel Stradtmann (Bar Manager), Tess Skiles (Clerk)
Others Present: Jerry Bolin (Karvakko), Renee Eitenmiller (Resident), Carmen Pautzke (Resident), Joe Bender (Northern Star Co-op), Patty Bender (Resident), Stephen Frisco (MnDOT), James Biedron (Resident) 
Present: Karen Olson, Jamie Skoe, Danci Lindley, Merritt Montgomery, Cole VanBeusekom 
Not Present: None

The regular meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Karen Olson. 
	
Open Forum- None

Agenda Items......

1. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

2. Motion made by Councilor VanBeusekom to accept the September 10th, 2025 Agenda with the meeting being recorded. Seconded by Councilor Skoe. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, Montgomery, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None.  Motion Carried.

3. Motion made by Councilor Lindley to approve the August 13th, 2025 meeting minutes. Seconded by Councilor Skoe. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None. Abstain: Montgomery. Motion carried.

4. MnDOT (Stephen Frisco)
*See attachment for municipal consent information. MnDOT will get the layout and cost estimates, public meetings will be held, city will sign off. Stephen will be getting more info together for the city to proceed.                                                                                               *Should be expecting an updated MnDOT policy in March of 2026 to change lighting cost shares for cities from 50% to 100% paid by MnDOT. This would be for standard lighting only. Any outlet boxes or banner arms, etc. would be the city’s responsibility.                                                *MnDOT would like to turn portions of some right-of-ways on HWY 46 over to the city to prevent natural encroachments that would have to be monitored by the state, and give property owners the option to leave existing right-of-ways as they are.                                                                                                     *Project start date for the HWY46 project is 2028.
5. Northern Star Co-Op (Joe Bender)
*See attachments for Pautzke account.
*Discussing the portion of Main Street adjoining the Cenex property and Carmen Pautzke.
*Stakes were placed about 3-4 feet into this road, impeding the propane trucks’ ability to travel. Joe had removed these stakes and received a call from the county Sheriff, who told him to present this to the council as this is a city matter. According to Pautzke, the intention is to build a fence where the stakes were.
*In 2016, it was discussed to close this road when the land was purchased from Pautzke for safety purposes, but the city decided to keep it open due to the public use of the ATV trail abutting Main Street.
*Joe presented MN Statute 160.05 stating that when any road or portion of a road has been used and kept in repair and worked for at least six years continuously as a public highway by a road authority, it shall be deemed dedicated to the public to the width of the actual use and be and remain, until lawfully vacated, a public highway whether it has ever been established as a public highway or not.
*It was agreed upon by council, the public works manager, and Carmen Pautzke that the entirety of Main Street, including the aforementioned portion, has been maintained by the city for well over the time outlined in MN Statute 160.05.
*Due to this being Pautzke’s property line, it is argued that she has the right to build this fence. 
*At this point, both parties may be discussing with their attorneys, and the city will be getting their attorney involved if needed. 

6. Angel Stradtmann (Bar Manager)
*Sales are up 3% from last year.
*The walk-in cooler has been getting repaired since the beginning of August. According to Baker’s, a part is damaged, causing freon to leak, and Baker’s has had to come refill multiple times. They’re currently unable to locate the leak, and a replacement for the entire part would cost $3,500 installed if this proves necessary. The walk-in has been okay the last week.
*Sunday sales have been doing okay.
*Labor Day weekend sales were very good.
*Opening through the Vikings game on Sunday, Aarin is willing to work this shift.
*Chad’s Meat Wagon will be coming on Sept. 19th at 3PM.
*Cribbage will be starting in Oct., held every 3rd Saturday.
*Bingo has no start date yet – dependent on volunteers. It was suggested to hold Bingo on Sunday instead of Tuesday; this is being looked into.
*Going to spray the black mold in the basement and investigate further to figure out the cause. 
*Clerk discussed the extra withdrawal for the Muni during Memorial Day weekend with the auditor, and they said this was okay. The clerk is still discussing with them how to record this in the accounting system.
*Scheduling a special meeting on Muni Operations for Sept. 17th at 8:30 AM. 
 
7.   Pete Bender (Public Works)
*The check valve went out on Lift Station #5; this needs to be repaired ASAP. Pete was able to close the valve, but it’s still leaking. Currently functioning with one pump.
*There were no bids on the Lift Station #5 project. Pete will be discussing with Pumpworks on whether or not they would like to bid within our budget, and also to address the check valve issue. Jerry will look into USDA regulations to make sure this is allowed. Also suggested other funding sources, like MN Rural Water emergency funding. 
*Lift Station #1 shut off without any notifications or backups. This happened twice.
*Bill Countryman came to the clerk and Mayor Olson with a flooding issue on 2nd St. Pete did look into this during a storm and confirmed it is all draining as it should. 

8. Administrative
*Motion made by Councilor VanBeusekom to approve Resolution 2025-08 for the Airport M&O Grant Agreement. Seconded by Councilor Skoe. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, Montgomery, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None. Motion carried.
*Clerk attended Land Use Training with Koochiching County Environmental Services in August. Learned it was possible to adopt the county’s zoning ordinances as a small city, but in discussing with Matt Gouin from Environmental Services, he advised against this due to their ordinances being more rural-focused. He is looking deeper into this, and it’s possible the city could make an agreement with the county to have assistance with zoning and building permits in the future, since the clerk and council are not formally trained in this area. 
9. Financials:
*Motion made by Councilor Montgomery to approve the city’s monthly financial reports. Seconded by Councilor VanBeusekom. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, Montgomery, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None. Motion carried. 
*Motion made by Councilor Lindley to approve claim #’s 11,547-11,587 and Expenditures. Seconded by Councilor VanBeusekom. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, Montgomery, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None. Motion carried.

10. Motion made by Councilor Skoe to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Councilor Montgomery. Voting Yes: Olson, Skoe, Lindley, Montgomery, VanBeusekom. Voting No: None. Motion carried.









Meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

These are the official minutes of the September 10th, 2025 Northome City Council Meeting.
							

			
			________________________________________
			Mayor



			Attest:	_______________________________________________________
				City Clerk/Treasurer
